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Independent phase modulation for quadruplex
polarization channels enabled by chirality-assisted
geometric-phase metasurfaces

Yueyi Yuan', Kuang Zhang® '™, Badreddine Ratni%, Qinghua Song® 3, Xumin Ding® "** Qun WU/,
Shah Nawaz Burokur® 2™ & Patrice Genevet3™

Geometric-phase metasurfaces, recently utilized for controlling wavefronts of circular
polarized (CP) electromagnetic waves, are drastically limited to the cross-polarization
modality. Combining geometric with propagation phase allows to further control the co-
polarized output channel, nevertheless addressing only similar functionality on both co-
polarized outputs for the two different CP incident beams. Here we introduce the concept of
chirality-assisted phase as a degree of freedom, which could decouple the two co-polarized
outputs, and thus be an alternative solution for designing arbitrary modulated-phase meta-
surfaces with distinct wavefront manipulation in all four CP output channels. Two meta-
surfaces are demonstrated with four arbitrary refraction wavefronts, and orbital angular
momentum modes with four independent topological charge, showcasing complete and
independent manipulation of all possible CP channels in transmission. This additional phase
addressing mechanism will lead to new components, ranging from broadband achromatic
devices to the multiplexing of wavefronts for application in reconfigurable-beam antenna and
wireless communication systems.
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rtificially engineered metasurfaces have attracted great

interests during the last two decades!=>. Due to the unique

abilities to provide a large degree of control over the
amplitude, phase, and polarization of local fields, metasurfaces
find various applications in frequency regimes extending from
microwaves to visible domains®’. In particular, phase-gradient
metasurfaces have emerged as a versatile platform for wave front
engineering®. Compared to traditional bulky optical lenses relying
on phase accumulation along propagation, metasurfaces can
attain abrupt phase change within subwavelength thickness by
suitably engineered inclusions that can enhance local interaction
with waves, and thus have been explored to construct low-profile
lenses®~12, holograms!3-19, beam deflectors?0-22, spin-orbital
angular momentum manipulation?3-28, information processing,
and analog computations?>30, among many others.

Since proposed by Pancharatnam and Berry31:32, geometric
phase, namely Pancharatnam-Berry (PB) phase, has been adop-
ted in the manipulation of circularly polarized (CP) waves3-3°.
Especially on the platform of metasurfaces, PB phase can be
conveniently introduced into transmitted (or reflected) waves by
gradually varying local orientation from unit to unit. Ideally, there
should be four channels by switching the handedness of CP input
and output beams for PB phase based metasurfaces operating in
transmission manner, including two cross-polarized channels
(L-R, right-handed circular polarization (RHCP) output under
left-handed circular polarization (LHCP) input, and R-L, LHCP
output under RHCP input) and two co-polarized channels (L-L,
LHCP output under LHCP input, and R-R, RHCP output under
RHCP input). The inherent symmetrical response of PB phase
results in that the functionality exhibited by metasurfaces in L-R
channel and R-L channel would be equal and opposite. For
instance, a geometric phase converging metalens for LHCP
incidence will act as a diverging metalens for RHCP incidence.
More recently, the combination of propagation and geometric
phases is proposed to independently modulate the two cross-
polarized output channels (L-R and R-L) under the orthogonal
CP incidence states®0-44, but it has to be noted that the co-
polarized output field are still left behind. The propagation phase
along the fast and slow axis could affect the phase of co-polarized
output fields, but it owns no selectivity for the handedness, which
would result in the similar response for L-L and R-R output
channels®>. Obviously, a third phase resource is needed for the
full phase modulation of CP beam. A direct property that can be
utilized is the chirality, which can effectively generate circular
dichroism with the illumination of orthogonal CP incidences*:47.
It is demonstrated that chirality can be used to decouple the
coherence between linearly polarized phase and amplitude
response of metasurface to generate finite-energy airy beam*,
Nevertheless, there still lacks a methodology that could integrate
chirality into the phase modulation scheme as an additional
degree of freedom to discriminate the wavefront of co-polarized
L-L and R-R channels.

In this work, a general phase modulation scheme for the
construction of metasurfaces enabling distinct wavefronts in all
four CP channels is established. Chirality-assisted phase response,
instead of amplitude response, namely circular dichroism, is
proposed and then synthesized with propagation phase and PB
phase to activate and distinguish wavefront engineering in all four
co-polarized and cross-polarized channels under LHCP and
RHCP wave illuminations. Accordingly, two metasurfaces are
proposed and experimentally verified with different functional-
ities that in one case, beam deflection with arbitrary designer four
refraction angles are obtained. With incident polarization state
following the trace from RHCP to LHCP on the Poincaré sphere,
evolution of diffraction order further confirms that all four CP
channels are fully used. In another case, orbital angular

momentum (OAM) modes with four independent topological
charges are proposed. This work provides an additional step on
the prospective way towards multifunctional metasurface devices
and can be possibly extended to other frequency regimes
including visible wavelength.

Results

Principle of phase manipulation of full CP channels. Here, we
propose a general formalism for complete and separate phase
manipulation of all four CP channels, where arbitrary and inde-
pendent wavefronts can be achieved by altering the CP states of
input and output ends, as schematically illustrated in Fig. 1.
Taking generation of OAM modes as a demonstration example,
four OAM mode with topological charge =0, 1, 2, and 3 are
realized through different CP channels. The corresponding the-
oretical spatial phase distributions of the different output OAM
modes and the schematic CP conversion process from input to
output waves are exhibited in the insets of Fig. 1.

Different from previous works on birefringent metasurfaces
the aim of this work is to perform distinct phase-modulation in four
CP transmission channels, which can be described by the four
element transmission coefficients in the Jones matrix

41,45
>

t; t . .

T, = [ tLL tLR } . The equivalent metasurface system is supposed
RL  RR

to be passive, lossless, matched, and reciprocal. Therefore, the four

CP transmission coefficients (the first/second subscript represents
the input/output CP state, L/R denotes the LHCP/RHCP state) with
linear base can be described as follows:

t =3 [ ) 1 b = )], (1a)

tLR = % |:(txx - tyy) —i- (txy + tyx)i| : ei~297 (lb)
=5 (b= ) Fi- (b 1)) e, (1)
far = % [(txx ) =i (y — tﬂ)} (1d)

= el = . el i i
where t,, = [t | e~ and t, = [t | e " are the diagonal llqear
issi i = el Py = . P
transmission coefficients, and £, = [t, | - "% and £, = [t,,] - "=
are the off-diagonal linear transmission coefficients. 6 is the exterior

rotation angle introduced by rotation matrix
cosf sinf
M(0) = . . Here, t;; and fzr are defined as co-
() { —sinf cos 6} LL RR

polarized transmission channels, which maintain the polarization
state of input waves. f1 and fg; represent cross-polarized channels,
which flip the output fields into opposite CP state. The first
components with totally same expression in #; and tzg (or f;r and

trr) can be _labeled as too, = |t;‘r’opa\ei"”§;0r’a =3 (te + 1)
(torops = |tpropal€” 7 =3 (t — ). The phase pattern of the

two transmission components ¢, and @rot

dependent to propagation phase modulation, which would produce
initial influence in both co-polarized and cross-polarized fields
regardless of the incident CP state. Meanwhile, the second
components carrying opposite symbols in f;; and fzr (or f;r and
try) can be extracFed as 1 = [t le P =10 (£, — te)
(1o = |cross et Patim =1 - - (ty +1x)). The phase pattern of
these two components ¢%.  and ¢S are determined by
chirality-assisted phase, indicating that the two components would
be an additional degree of freedom to decouple inherent consistency

between co-polarized channels. Moreover, the PB phase pattern

are uniquely
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Polarization illustration

Detection plane for multi-OAM modes

Incident wave with flipped polarization

LHCP/RHCP

Fig. 1 Schematic principle of proposed metasurface device for complete phase-modulation in quadruplex polarization channels. Four vortex beams
carrying OAM modes with =0, 1, 2, 3 are generated through L-L, L-R, R-L, R-R channels, respectively. The insets show the phase profiles of required

OAM modes and the illustration of CP channels.

generated by rotating matrix @g., =20, which is sensitive to the
incidence polarization state, influence only the two cross-polarized
fields. Here, the plus or minus (+) sign represents the conjugate
responses to LHCP or RHCP input states. According to Eq. (1a-d),
it can be concluded that the full phase-modulation scheme is based
on three phases that constitute three degrees of freedom to decouple
the inherent consistencies between CP transmission coefficients: (i)
propagation phase modulation is applied to define the initial phase
profiles of two diagonal and two off-diagonal transmission elements
t1p, (=tgr) and tir (=fry) when there is no chirality-assisted and
geometric phase responses, (ii) the chirality-assisted phase modula-
tion is introduced to decouple the consistency between #;; and trgr
while keeping #; r and fg; unchanged, and (iii) the geometric phase
modulation can further realize distinct profiles of t;r and fg,
meanwhile producing no effect on #; and fgg.

When the proposed metasurface is illuminated by LHCP
incident wave |f) = [j and RHCP incident wave |§>>:[ li]
respectively, the output electric fields can be expressed as:

—L,in

Eout =T- |L>
— (tpa + tih) - ) + (1550, — 5505 ) - o - [R)
=4 —
= Epp+ B
(2a)
—Riin
Eout = . |R>
= (toa — ti ) - IR + (e, 4 1550 ) - e 1)
=4 —
= Epp + Eg
(2b)

It can be observed from Eq. (2a, b) that under the orthogonal
CP illuminations, the metasurface can produce four different

e
output fields, including two co-polarized output components E |

and E)RR, and two cross-polarized components fLR and E)RL.
Based on the analyses above, four CP transmission coefficients
can be independently phase-modulated, where the inherent
consistencies between four output phase patterns ¢ry, @rr, ¢rr
and ¢pgr are independently decoupled by propagation phase,
chirality-assisted phase and geometric phase, respectively.

Meta-atom design and verification. Here a passive, reciprocal
transmission-type meta-atom is applied to implement all these
three phase modulation schemes, namely chirality-assisted phase,
propagation phase, and PB phase. The proposed meta-atom is
composed of five metallic layers and four dielectric substrates for
realizing a 4th-order LC band-pass filter, whose geometric
structure of meta-atom is introduced and schematically shown in
Fig. 2a and the detailed operating mechanism is explained in
Supplementary Note 1, Supplementary Figs. 1 and 2. In our
designed meta-atom, propagation phase is provided by tailoring
the width p, and length p, of the rectangular patch layers as
shown in Fig. 2b. Figure 2¢ exhibits the phase profiles of all four
outputs against py, where the phase response of the two co-
polarized output channels show the same tendency ¢;1 = @gg, as
well as the two cross-polarized output phase delays ¢r = @i,
while the co-polarized and cross-polarized phase responses
exhibit differently ¢rp # @rr (¢rr # ¢r1) (the co-polarized and
cross-polarized phase profile tendencies against both p, and p, are
shown in Supplementary Fig. 3). That is to say, propagation phase
can achieve independent manipulation of co-polarized and cross-
polarized phase delays but does not show any selectivity on the
spin state of incidence. In order to conquer this limit, chirality-
assisted phase is introduced by the relative rotation of three
similar patch layers of meta-atom with different angles, regarded
as an interior rotation. Here orientation of middle layer is fixed
with no further rotation, while the upper and lower layers are
rotated with opposite angles 9 respectively, as shown in Fig. 2d. A
representative meta-atom selected with specific dimensions and
different interior angle 9 is simulated and presented in Fig. 2e. It
can be seen that the two co-polarized phase profiles exhibit
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Fig. 2 Meta-atom design and verification. a Schematic of proposed meta-atom geometric structure, where periodicity is a = 8.8 mm, radius of circular
aperture in the grid layer is r = 3 mm, thickness of each dielectric substrate is h =1mm, p, and p, are the length and width of metallic patch, w, and w, are
the dimensions of rectangular gap in the metallic patch, g is the distance between two adjacent gaps, and & is the interior rotation angle between three
patch layers. b 3D view of meta-atom with original state and ¢ the output phase profiles of four channels against length p, of the patch layer for verifying
propagation phase. d 3D view of meta-atom with only interior rotation and e the output phase profiles of four channels against interior rotation angles for
demonstrating chirality-assisted phase. f 3D view of meta-atom with only exterior rotation and g the output phase profiles of four channels against exterior

rotation angles for demonstrating geometric phase.

distinct tendency @11 # @rr, while the two cross-polarized phase
responses keep same tendency with the interior rotation @ =
@r1, Which is due to the symmetrical rotation angle in upper and
lower patch layers (derived and explained in Supplementary
Note 2 and Supplementary Note 3). It is verified that the chirality-
assisted phase can decouple the intrinsic coherence between co-
polarized output under orthogonal CP states, while makes no
disparate effect in two cross-polarized channels. As for the geo-
metric phase, it is performed through rotation of the whole meta-
atom structure with angle 6 named exterior rotation as shown in
Fig. 2f. Figure 2g presents the four output phase profiles of the
representative meta-atom with specific dimensions and interior
angle but various exterior angles, where two cross-polarized
phases exhibit different tendency ¢ # ¢r; and two co-polarized
phases are the same ¢;; = @gg.

Based on all above theoretical and simulated results, it can be
confirmed that all four phase responses of the CP channels can
be separately tuned with independent geometrical parameters of
the proposed meta-atom. For meta-devices pursuing complete
manipulation of the four CP conversion channels to achieve
multiple functionalities simultaneously, the meta-atom library to
endow the required phase gradients of all CP conversion
channels, is established with sweeping of length p,, width p,
and interior angle 9 presented in Supplementary Note 4. Once the
required phase profiles in different channels are confirmed, meta-
atoms can be selected from the library and further optimized to
construct the desired multifunctional metasurfaces. It is noted
that, in this scheme we applied four parameter degrees of freedom
(P Py> 95 and 0) to independently manipulate four phase patterns
of transmission channels (@11, ¢ir, @ri, and @rr). However,
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within this phase-modulation process, the amplitude responses
are not considered and the efficiency is partly sacrificed due to the
particularity of the proposed meta-atom structure. This limitation
is detailed in Supplementary Note 5 and Supplementary Fig. 4.
The exploration of an extra degree of freedom (e.g., material
losses, active components, and even time) for independent
amplitude modulation is therefore desired in future works.

Simulation and measurement results on two metasurfaces.
Based on the above specific explanation of general principle and
construction of the meta-atom library, here we briefly clarify the
construction of a single metasurface to achieve a distinct wave-
front from each of the four CP channels. It is supposed that the
desired spatial phase distributions can be described by F; (x, ),
Fir(x,9), Fpp(x,y), and Fyg(x,y) respectively. To implement the
synthesized three phase schemes, chirality-assisted phase, pro-
pagation phase and PB phase components should be established
by desired spatial phase distributions simultaneously (detailed in
Supplementary Note 3). Following the phase modulation scheme,
here we construct two metasurfaces with distinct functionalities
to demonstrate the proposed phase responses for independent
manipulation of full CP conversion channels.

As a first device concept, a meta-deflector able to separate all
the co-polarized and cross-polarized output beams to four
independent directions, is designed and the functional schematic
is shown in Fig. 3a. The phase distribution of the proposed meta-
deflector is based on the generalized Snell’s Law and is described
as:

2 i
O (x,y) = AD; - x = N (sin¢?™ — sing™) - x, G)

withi =1, 2, 3, and 4,

where the normal direction is set along +z-axis and AQ;
represents the phase gradient along x-axis. ¢® and ¢ are the
angles of output and incident waves relative to +z-axis, and we
consider the normal incident case where ¢™ = 0°. In this section,
the output tilting angles are preset as ¢{"* = —35° in L-L channel,
¢3" = 0° in L-R channel, ¢§*" = 58° in R-L channel and ¢}* =
—16° in R-R channel. The corresponding required phase
gradients are A®; = § for Fiy(x,y), AD, = 0 for Fir(x.y), AD; =
—% for Frilxy), and A®, =% for Frp(xy). As for the
construction of metasurface, the desired phase gradients for
different channels along x-axis are discretized and implemented
by 25 meta-atoms. The theoretical phase profiles and simulated
phase value of all these meta-atoms are exhibited in Fig. 3b,
indicating the feasibility of metasurface construction. Figure 3c
displays the simulation and measurement results of the meta-
deflector for four independent refracted wavefronts, whose far-
field patterns at the center frequency of 10 GHz and the results
clearly describe the peak direction of the output field intensities. It
can be seen that under LHCP wave illumination, the co-polarized
output wavefront tilts to —35° (in L-L channel), while the cross-
polarized component indeed does not show any refraction effect
(in L-R channel). Upon flipping the incidence into RHCP, the
LHCP and RHCP output components are reconstructed with
deflected wavefronts of 58° and —15° as verified by simulation
and measurement (in R-L and R-R channel), respectively. It is
worth-noting that in this part, the cross-polarized output
wavefront under LHCP incident wave is preset with refraction
angle of 0°, indicating that the energy in this channel is
manipulated with converted polarization and kept unchanged
wavefront state with the input. Another meta-deflector design is
presented in the Supplementary Note 8 and Supplementary Fig. 6
to verify that all four output wavefronts can be imposed with
different and arbitrary refraction angles. For further

demonstration, the meta-deflector is fabricated and experimen-
tally measured in microwave region as detailed in “Methods”
section, A photograph of the sample is shown in Fig. 3d and
measured results are displayed in Fig. 3e. The far-field pattern
measurements have further been performed in frequency band
from 9 to 11 GHz, which are function against frequency and
detection angles. It can be seen that the deflecting angle slightly
changes within the whole bandwidth, which can be considered as
the frequency dispersion in Eq. (3). However, at the center
frequency of 10 GHz, all the simulated and measured wavefronts
generated in channels L-L, L-R, R-L, and R-R present the
desired refraction directions, verifying the availability of proposed
mechanism for simultaneous and independent manipulation of
full spin conversion channels.

Additionally, we further examine the evolution of diffraction
order against the variation of incident polarization state. Any
arbitrary polarized wave x can be considered as the superposition
of two orthogonal CP waves with different proportionality
coefficient, as described as:

xe= 1y - |L) + 11 - [R), (4)

where #; and 5r denote the coefficient of LHCP and RHCP
components. Here, we select five different polarization states as
the incident wave, and the polarization variation path can be
described as the black line on the Poincaré sphere in Fig. 4. From
the north pole (point A) representing RHCP to the south pole
(point E) for LHCP, continuous evolution is experienced through
right-handed elliptical polarization (RHEP, point B), linear
polarization (x-LP, point C), and left-handed elliptical polariza-
tion (LHEP, point D), where the ratios between 7, and 7y of these
five polarized incidence A, B, C, D, and E are 0, 0.3, 1, 3, and eo.

The simulated and measured output far-field intensities for five
input polarization states are exhibited in Fig. 4. When the input
polarization is RHCP, the output far-field intensity contains two
main lobes, co-polarized component R-R with —16° refraction
and cross-polarized component R-L with 58° refraction, as shown
in Fig. 4a. With the polarization of incidence changing to state B,
it can be seen from Fig. 4b that the output wavefront includes
four lobes located at approximately, —35°, 0°, 58°, and —16°
directions, which are the individual contributions of the four
output channels L-L, L-R, R-L, and R-R. The proportion
between the sum of energy distributed in both L-L and L-R
channels to that in R-L and R-R channels is approximately 1:3,
corresponding to the ratio between LHCP and RHCP component
at the input end with RHEP state. Figure 4c displays the far-field
intensity under LP wave illumination, where the far-field lobes in
L-L and L-R channels exhibit nearly equal amplitude to that in
R-L and R-R channels. When the input state is switched to
LHEP, the proportion of output sum energy in both L-L and L-R
channels to that in R-L, R-R channels is changed to 3:1 and
displayed in Fig. 4d, as reversely symmetric situation to that in
RHEP results. Finally, under LHCP wave illumination, only two
main lobes with —35° and 0° refraction are left as in Fig. 4e.
According to the above evolution process, it can be confirmed
that all four CP channels can be fully utilized, and the ratio
between different diffraction orders can be considered as function
of the incident polarization.

For further demonstration of complete manipulation of the
four CP conversion channels, a spin-to-orbital angular momen-
tum meta-convertor is proposed and designed, where the orbital
angular momentum (OAM) with different topological charge is
achieved in each CP channel. The spatial helical phase
distribution of optical spiral phase plate for OAM generation is
described as:

OO (x, y) = I, - arctan(y/x) withi = 1, 2, 3, and 4, (5)
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Fig. 3 Numerical and experimental results validating the performances of the meta-deflector. a Schematic of proposed meta-deflector. b Theoretical and
simulated phase profiles of meta-atoms located along x-axis to provide required phase gradients in all four CP transmission channels. ¢ Simulated and
measured normalized far-field patterns for channels L-L, L-R, R-L, and R-R at 10 GHz, respectively. d Photograph of fabricated sample of proposed meta-
deflector. e Measured normalized far-field intensities against frequency bandwidth (9-11 GHz) and detection angles for channels L-L, L-R, R-L, and R-R,

respectively.

where (x, y) is the required coordinate of meta-atom and ;=i —
1 is the topological charge of OAM mode. @M (x, y) with i =1,
2,3, and 4 are the corresponding phase distributions for F; (x, y),
Fir(x,9), Fa(x,y), and Fyg(x, y), respectively.

Figure 5a displays the simulated energy distributions in xoy
plane at z=150mm (corresponding to 5\, for the center
frequency of 10GHz) of transmitted output vortex beams
carrying OAM modes with [=0, 1, 2, and 3 through the CP
channels L-L, L-R, R-L, and R-R orderly, where all the typical
doughnut-shape energy rings are exhibited and compared. It can
be obviously seen that in L-L channel, the OAM mode is 0, whose
energy intensity is as a plane wave with no hollow distribution in
the center. Meanwhile with the topological charge increasing
from I=1-3 in L-R, R-L, and R-R channels, respectively, the
radius of energy rings is gradually enlarged, which experimentally

verifies the divergent properties of typical vortex beam. Figure 5b
presents the corresponding measured energy distributions of
vortex beams generated from the CP conversion channels,
exhibiting four vortex beams with increasing energy ring radius,
which is in good agreement with the simulations. Meanwhile, it
can be seen that there exist some nonuniform and discrepancies
in simulated and measured energy distributions, which are
detailed discussed in Supplementary Note 6. The simulated and
measured phase distributions of vortex beams carrying the
corresponding four OAM modes are shown in Fig. 5¢, d. It can be
obviously observed that the helical phase pattern of OAM modes
are totally distinct, verifying that the functionalities in all four CP
channels can be independently modulated and the helical
patterns are in accordance with the topological charge I-2m.
The measured phase patterns agree well with the simulated results,
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Under RHCP incidence (A)

Ag,

Under LHCP incidence (E)

Fig. 4 Evolution of diffraction order against the variation of incident polarization state on the Poincaré sphere. a Under the RHCP incidence, two main
output lobes located at —16° and 58° carry co-polarization and cross-polarization respectively. b Under the RHEP incidence, four lobes appears at —35°,
—16°, 0°, and 58° for L-L, R-R, L-R, and R-L channels respectively. ¢ Under the LP incidence, four lobes are exhibited at —35°, —16°, 0°, and 58°. d Under
the LHEP incidence, four lobes are shown at —35°, —16°, 0°, and 58°, which is opposite to that of RHEP incidence. e Under the LHCP incidence, only two
main output lobes located at —35° and 0° carry co-polarization and cross-polarization, respectively.

which further indicates the feasibility of independent multiple
OAM modes generation based on full CP conversion channels.

Here, it should be noted that the phase manipulation to achieve
distinct responses in all four transmission CP channels is a
general method, which is not limited by operating wavelength. To
extend the method to shorter wavelengths, efforts in high
precision lithography would be required. Moreover, metallic
lossy plasmonic resonators to be used in the replacement of
current metallic patches, would have to be replaced by chiral all-
dielectric nanoantennas.

Discussion

We propose a general criterion to construct metasurfaces, which
activate all CP channels and make full utilization of transmitted
energy simultaneously. Through the synthesis of chirality-assisted
phase, propagation phase and geometric phase, all the compo-
nents in the Jones matrix can be decoupled and independently
tuned. Two meta-devices are proposed based on synthesized three
phase modulations to achieve the multifunctional wavefronts
through four CP channels. Additionally, the evolution of dif-
fraction orders of output far-field patterns against the variation of

input polarization state is verified, further indicating the feasi-
bility of proposed schemes for full channels utilization. This
paradigm can be further extended and applied to other frequency
spectrum with appropriate chiral meta-structures.

Methods

Microwave sample fabrication. The prototypes proposed in this paper are fab-
ricated by using classical printed circuit board (PCB) technique, and which is
briefly introduced as follows. In fabrication process, meta-structures are integrated
with four pieces of polyfluortetraethylene dielectric-slabs and three adhesive layers.
The 1 mm-thick dielectric substrates used have a relative permittivity e, = 3.5 and
double copper-cladding layer of 0.035 mm-thick, while the adhesive layer has a
relative permittivity e, = 2.74 and thickness of 0.1 mm. The total thickness of
fabricated samples is 4.475 mm (about 0.15 A, at 10 GHz). The proposed meta-
surfaces all consist of 25 x 25 meta-atoms, which exhibit total size of 220 mm x 220
mm, and the fabrication tolerance is in accordance with initial design
requirements.

Experimental measurements. Measurements are conducted by a setup sur-
rounded by microwave absorbers in order to minimize parasitic reflections. A 2-18
GHz dual-polarized wideband horn antenna is used as the feeding source to launch
the circularly polarized quasi-plane waves (left-handed circular polarization, and
right-handed circular polarization). For the near-filed mapping measurement, a
fiber optic active antenna is used as field probe to measure both the amplitude and
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Fig. 5 Demonstration for proposed spin-to-orbital angular momentum meta-convertor. a Simulated and b measured energy intensities, and ¢ simulated
and d measured phase distributions of output vortex beams carrying different OAM modes in xoy plane with z=150 mm.

phase of the electric field. The probe receiver is fixed on two translation stages
controlled by a motion controller and its position is incremented by a step of 2
mm. For far-field pattern measurement, the receiver is set as a horn antenna that is
similar to the transmitting antenna. The fabricated sample and transmitting
antenna are placed on a turntable to provide an angular scanning, the receiving
antenna is fixed and placed at a distance d > 201, away from the meta-device. In
both measurement systems, the transmitting and receiving antennas are connected
to an Agilent 8722ES vector network analyzer, which is adopted to measure the
complex S;; and S,; parameters including the amplitude and phase. The schematic
of microwave experimental setups and measurement calculation methods are
shown in Supplementary Note 7 and Supplementary Fig. 5.

Data availability
The data that support the plots within this paper and other findings of this study are
available from the corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Received: 4 December 2019; Accepted: 15 July 2020;
Published online: 21 August 2020

References

1. Yu, N. & Capasso, F. Flat optics with designer metasurfaces. Nat. Mater. 13,
139-150 (2014).

2. Pfeiffer, C. & Grbic, A. Metamaterial Huygens’ surfaces: tailoring wave fronts
with reflectionless sheets. Phys. Rev. Lett. 110, 197401 (2013).

8

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Zhao, Y., Liu, X. X. & Alu, A. Recent advances on optical metasurfaces. J. Opt.
16, 123001 (2014).

Tretyakov, S. A. Metasurfaces for general transformations of electromagnetic
fields. Philos. Trans. R. Soc. A 373, 20140362 (2015).

Glybovski, S. B., Tretyakov, S. A., Belov, P. A, Kivshar, Y. S. & Simovski, C. R.
Metasurfaces: from microwaves to visible. Phys. Rep 634, 1-72 (2016).
Holloway, C. L. et al. An overview of the theory and applications of
metasurfaces: the two-dimensional equivalents of metamaterials. IEEE Trans.
Antennas Propag. 54, 10-35 (2012).

Kildishev, A. V., Boltasseva, A. & Shalaev, V. M. Planar photonics with
metasurfaces. Science 339, 1232009 (2013).

Yu, N. et al. Light propagation with phase discontinuities: generalized laws of
reflection and refraction. Science 334, 333-337 (2011).

Qin, F. et al. Hybrid bilayer plasmonic metasurface efficiently manipulates
visible light. Sci. Adv. 2, €1501168 (2016).

Chen, X.,, Zhang, Y., Huang, L. & Zhang, S. Ultrathin metasurface laser beam
shaper. Adv. Opt. Mater. 2, 978-982 (2014).

Zhu, A. Y. et al. Ultra-compact visible chiral spectrometer with meta-lenses.
APL Photonics 2, 036103 (2017).

Yu, P. et al. Dynamic Janus metasurfaces in the visible spectral region. Nano
Lett. 18, 4584-4589 (2018).

Zheng, G. et al. Metasurface holograms reaching 80% efficiency. Nat.
Nanotechnol. 10, 308-312 (2015).

Ren, H. et al. Metasurface orbital angular momentum holography. Nat.
Commun. 10, 2986 (2019).

Arbabi, A., Horie, Y., Bagheri, M. & Faraon, A. Dielectric metasurfaces for
complete control of phase and polarization with subwavelength spatial
resolution and high transmission. Nat. Nanotechnol. 10, 937-U190 (2015).

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2020)11:4186 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-17773-6 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications


www.nature.com/naturecommunications

ARTICLE

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Wang, L. et al. Grayscale transparent metasurface holograms. Optica 3,
1504-1505 (2016).

Wen, D. et al. Helicity multiplexed broadband metasurface holograms. Nat.
Commun. 6, 8241 (2015).

Yifat, Y. et al. Highly efficient and broadband wide-angle holography using
patch-dipole nanoantenna reflectarrays. Nano Lett. 14, 2485-2490 (2014).
Li, X. et al. Multicolor 3D meta-holography by broadband plasmonic
modulation. Sci. Adv. 2, 1601102 (2016).

Maguid, E. et al. Photonic spin-controlled multifunctional shared-aperture
antenna array. Science 352, 1202-1206 (2016).

Zhang, X. et al. Broadband Terahertz wave deflection based on C-shape
complex metamaterials with phase discontinuities. Adv. Mater. 25, 4567-4572
(2013).

Yuan, Y. Y. et al. Complementary transmissive ultra-thin meta-deflectors for
broadband polarization-independent refractions in the microwave region.
Photonics Res. 7, 80-88 (2019).

Mehmood, M. Q. et al. Visible-frequency metasurface for structuring and
spatially multiplexing optical vortices. Adv. Mater. 28, 2533 (2016).

Li, G. et al. Spin-enabled plasmonic metasurfaces for manipulating orbital
angular momentum of light. Nano Lett. 13, 4148-4151 (2013).

Zeng, J., Li, L., Yang, X. & Gao, J. Generating and separating twisted light by
gradient-rotation split-ring antenna metasurfaces. Nano Lett. 16, 3101-3108
(2016).

Karimi, E. et al. Generating optical orbital angular momentum at visible
wavelengths using a plasmonic metasurface. Light Sci. Appl. 3, e167 (2014).
Li, G. et al. Nonlinear metasurface for simultaneous control of spin and orbital
angular momentum in second harmonic generation. Nano Lett. 17,
7974-7979 (2017).

Mehmood, M. et al. Visible-frequency metasurface for structuring and
spatially multiplexing optical vortices. Adv. Mater. 28, 2533-2539 (2016).
Silva, A. et al. Performing mathematical operations with metamaterials.
Science 343, 160-163 (2014).

Estakhri, N. M., Edwards, B. & Engheta, N. Inverse-designed metastructures
that solve equations. Science 363, 1333 (2019).

Pancharatnam, S. & Pancharatnam, S. Generalized theory of interference, and
its applications. Resonance 18, 387-389 (2013).

Berry, M. V. The adiabatic phase and Pancharatnam’s phase for polarized
light. J. Mod. Opt. 34, 1401-1407 (1987).

Bomzon, Z. E., Biener, G., Kleiner, V. & Hasman, E. Space-variant
Pancharatnam-Berry phase optical elements with computer-generated
subwavelength gratings. Opt. Lett. 27, 1141-1143 (2002).

Marrucci, L., Manzo, C. & Paparo, D. Pancharatnam-Berry phase optical
elements for wave front shaping in the visible domain: switchable helical mode
generation. Appl. Phys. Lett. 88, 221102 (2006).

Khorasaninejad, M. & Capasso, F. Metalenses: versatile multifunctional
photonic components. Science 358, eaam8100 (2017).

Ding, X. et al. Ultrathin Pancharatnam-Berry metasurface with maximal
cross-polarization efficiency. Adv. Mater. 27, 1195-1200 (2015).

Xu, H.-X,, Liu, H,, Ling, X,, Sun, Y. & Yuan, F. Broadband vortex beam
generation using multimode Pancharatnam-Berry metasurface. IEEE Trans.
Antennas Propag. 65, 7378-7382 (2017).

Maguid, E. et al. Multifunctional interleaved geometric-phase dielectric
metasurfaces. Light Sci. Appl. 6, 17027 (2017).

Zhang, L., Liu, S., Li, L. & Cui, T. J. Spin-controlled multiple pencil beams and
vortex beams with different polarizations generated by Pancharatnam-Berry
coding metasurfaces. ACS Appl. Mater. Interface 9, 36447-36455 (2017).
Devlin, R. C., Ambrosio, A., Rubin, N. A., Mueller, J. B. & Capasso, F.
Arbitrary spin-to-orbital angular momentum conversion of light. Science 358,
896-901 (2017).

Mueller, J. B, Rubin, N. A,, Devlin, R. C., Groever, B. & Capasso, F.
Metasurface polarization optics: independent phase control of arbitrary
orthogonal states of polarization. Phys. Rev. Lett. 118, 113901 (2017).

Ding, G. et al. Dual-helicity decoupled coding metasurface for independent
spin-to-orbital angular momentum conversion. Phys. Rev. Appl. 11, 044043
(2019).

43. Wang, B. et al. Rochon-prism-like planar circularly polarized beam
splitters based on dielectric metasurfaces. ACS Photonics 5, 1660-1664
(2017).

44. Xu, H. X. et al. Interference-assisted kaleidoscopic meta-plexer for arbitrary
spin-wavefront manipulation. Light Sci. Appl. 8, 3 (2019).

45. Zhao, R. et al. Multichannel vectorial holographic display and encryption.
Light Sci. Appl. 7, 95 (2018).

46. Chen, Y., Yang, X. & Gao, J. Spin-controlled wavefront shaping
with plasmonic chiral geometric metasurfaces. Light Sci. Appl. 7, 84
(2018).

47. Liu, Z. et al. Nano-kirigami metasurfaces by focused-ion-beam induced close-
loop transformation. APL Photonics 3, 100803 (2018).

48. Xu, H. X. et al. Chirality-assisted high-efficiency metasurfaces with
independent control of phase, amplitude, and polarization. Adv. Opt. Mater. 7,
1801479 (2019).

Acknowledgements

K.Z. acknowledges funding from National Natural Science Foundation of China under
Grant No. 61771172. Q.S. and P.G. acknowledge funding from the European Research
Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme (Grant agreements no. 639109).

Author contributions

K.Z., SN.B., and P.G. conceived the idea. Y.Y. and B.R. conducted the numerical
simulations and theoretical analysis. K.Z., Y.Y., Q.S., SN.B.,, X.D., QW., and P.G. wrote
the manuscript. All authors participated in the experiments and data analysis and read
the manuscript.

Competing interests
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Supplementary information is available for this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-
020-17773-6.

Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to K.Z., X.D., SN.B. or
P.G.

Peer review information Nature Communications thanks Adam Overvig and Changxi
Zheng for their contribution to the peer review of this work. Peer reviewer reports are
available.

Reprints and permission information is available at http://www.nature.com/reprints

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in

published maps and institutional affiliations.
Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
BY Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2020

| (2020)11:4186 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-17773-6 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications 9


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-17773-6
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-17773-6
http://www.nature.com/reprints
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
www.nature.com/naturecommunications
www.nature.com/naturecommunications

	Independent phase modulation for quadruplex polarization channels enabled by chirality-assisted geometric-phase metasurfaces
	Results
	Principle of phase manipulation of full CP channels
	Meta-atom design and verification
	Simulation and measurement results on two metasurfaces

	Discussion
	Methods
	Microwave sample fabrication
	Experimental measurements

	Data availability
	References
	Acknowledgements
	Author contributions
	Competing interests
	Additional information




